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FOUNDERGUARD

GRANULAR FEED ADDITIVE FOR HORSES

The recent development of FOUNDERGUARD represents a significant breakthrough in the prevention of carbohydrate induced laminitis.  A daily dose of this palatable, pelleted feed additive reduces the risk of feed induced laminitis in horses and ponies receiving soluble carbohydrate rich rations.

COMPOSITION

Virginiamycin 10g/kg in a fibrous pellet formulation developed specifically for horses.

PROPERTIES

Virginiamycin is an antimicrobial feed additive which is active against Lactobacillus and streptococcus spp, the bacterial species which ferment soluble carbohydrates within the caecum and colon of the horse to produce D- and L- lactic acid.  By controlling the proliferation of these organisms in horses receiving high levels of soluble carbohydrates, Founderguard avoids the accumulation of lactic acid and the associated decrease in pH within the large gut, factors known to contribute to the development of carbohydrate induced laminitis.

INDICATIONS

Founderguard reduces the risk of laminitis when fed in conjunction with high grain diets.

Preliminary clinical trials of Founderguard in pasture fed horses and ponies have shown Founderguard to provide good protection against grass founder in susceptible animals.  However, at this time Founderguard has not been registered for this purpose.

Founderguard has also been shown to control some cases of ‘cow pat’ type diarrhoea in horses receiving high grain diets.

CONTRA-INDICATIONS

The effect of Founderguard has not been assessed in breeding horses and therefore should not be given to pregnant mares or to stallions used for breeding.

DOSAGE

For oral administration on a bodyweight basis.  Founderguard can be fed alone or mixed with feed to provide 5g Founderguard/100kg bodyweight per day.

Founderguard should be given for at least 3 days before any change in diet involving an increase in starch or sugar.

PRECAUTIONS

Founderguard decreases the rate of food passage through the large intestine.  This may result in a decrease in feed intake and drier than normal faeces during the first week of administration.  To maintain normal faecal consistency it is advisable to provide adequate levels of feed (at least 1.8kg feed per 100kg bodyweight) and avoid dietary changes during this period.  If horses are removed from pasture at the same time as Founderguard supplementation is commenced, a laxative diet should be fed for the first week, such as 1 litre of wet bran mash per 100kg bodyweight mixed into the evening feed.

WITHOLDING PERIOD

Racing animals:  NIL

Meat withholding period:  NIL
